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pEX-41-pKK24 immunoblot system were observed. From 3 sera classified
indeterminate by the conventional WB, 2 were negative and 1 was inconclusive
in the recombinant test (exhibiting weak reaction against each one the recom-
binant peptides).

Our results show that a confirmatory test using recombinant derived p41 and
p24 compares favourably with other tests using several viral antigens.
Although limited in extent our immunoreactivity study suggests the superio-
rity of the described recombinant p41 antigen over the viral antigen in detec-
ting anti-gp41 antibodies by WB. It is noteworthy that antibodies to viral gp41
seem to be more specific to HIV-1 than do antibodies to the core antigens or
the pol p31 protein (Hofbauer et al.,, 1988). A more comprehensive study to
evaluate the suitability of pEX-41 and pKK24 for the development of an alter-
native confirmatory test seems advisable.
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